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 A Note from the Principal: 

To our returning students welcome back; and to our new school family members, we extend a very 

special welcome. We have been fortunate to have a few updates to our exterior as well as interior over the 

summer. And now we look for to another year of building on the trends that started last year.  This handbook 

will contain information that you and your parent will find useful throughout the year.  Our school motto is 

“Imagine Greatness!”  This motto reflects what can happen when communities join and support our stu-

dents.  

 Students and families will also find information on our school’s website. The school’s website is 

https://www.wcsd.k12.sc.us/Domain/244. We frequently post news, dates, and other information families 

need at different times of the year.  Through the district/school website, parents may access the Parent Por-

tal, a service that allows users to keep updated on grades and attendance.  

 If at any time you would like to contact the school, please do not hesitate. We are here to help all of 

our students, and your participation in this part of their educational journey is encouraged and welcomed.  
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Daily Attendance      

School attendance is critically important to the academic success of each student.   

Each school year, a student may not miss more than 10 days of school.  The first ten days’ absences 

can be for excused reasons (illnesses, dental/doctor appointments, bereavement) or for unexcused 

reasons (vacation, etc.), or a combination. Even if the absence is excused it still counts as part of the 

10 days. After the tenth absence, any additional absence MUST be for an excused reason (doctor’s 

note, religious holiday, an undue hardship over which the child has no control, or administrative ap-

proval.  Parents are notified of their child’s absence each day by the school’s automated school sys-

tem. If you have any questions or there is an error in your child’s report, please contact the attend-

ance office as soon as possible at 843-355-6823.

Returning to School after an Absence  

Students are expected to present a written note (parent or doctor note) for an excused absence to 

the attendance clerk on the first day back to school after an absence.   

If no note is presented to the attendance clerk on the first day back to school, the attendance clerk 

will mark the absence as an unexcused absence.  If the absence is due to an out-of-school suspen-

sion the absence will be unexcused, and no note is necessary from home. Students who miss school-

work due to an absence (excused or unexcused) are expected to make up the work within 5 school 

days.   It is the student’s responsibility to request missed assignments from each teacher. 

Early Dismissal  

Students with a planned dismissal during the school day should submit a parent note to the main of-

fice prior to the start of the school day.  The student will be issued an early dismissal pass.  The stu-

dent will present the pass to the teacher at the appropriate time to come to the office for dismissal. 

If a parent needs to have an unplanned dismissal with no prior note, please call the front office (843-

355-6823) with no more than an hour’s notice so that we may get the pass to the student without 

interrupting class.

A parent or guardian who comes to the office to pick up his or her child for early dismissal and who 

has not provided the school with the opportunity to get a pass to the student will be permitted to get 

the child during the next class change.  This will assist us in ensuring that there are no interruptions 

to instruction taking place in the classroom.  
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Truancy  

Any student ages 6 – 17 years will meet the definition of being truant when the child has had 3 con-

secutive unexcused absences or a total of 5 unexcused absences. Students ages 12 – 17 will meet the 

definition of habitual truancy when the child has: (1) reached the level of truant; (2) fails to comply 

with the intervention plan developed by the school, child, and Parent/guardian; and (3) accumulates 

2 or more additional absences. Students are considered to be chronically truant when the child 

has: (1) been through the intervention process; (2) reached a level of habitual truant; (3) been re-

ferred to family court and placed on an order to attend school, and; (4) continues to accumulate ad-

ditional unexcused absences.  

Chronic absenteeism: 

Any student in grades K – 12 who misses 50 percent or more of the instructional day for any reason 

or 10 percent (or more) [18 days or more] of the enrollment period. Please be aware that all types of 

absences contribute to chronic absenteeism: excused absences, unexcused absences, and suspen-

sions. A student is considered absent if he or she is not physically on school grounds and is not par-

ticipating in instruction or instruction-related activities at an approved off-ground location for the 

school day.  

Please see the Williamsburg County School District’s policy on Truancy on page 8 of the 

District Student Handbook.  

 

 

Emergency Procedures 

 
Evacuation routes are posted in every classroom and administrative office of the school. 
 

Bomb Threat 
 

In the event that our school receives a bomb threat, the following action should be taken: 
 

 

 The individual who takes the incoming call should get as much information as possible, note 
the exact time the call was received, and the caller’s telephone number. 

 When the call is ended, notify the administration immediately and call 911. 

 Clear the school using normal evacuation procedures. 

 Call the telephone company and give them the exact time and line on which the call was re-
ceived. 

 Notify the district of the action taken, then clear the building of remaining personnel. 

 Await further instructions from the police and/or district office administration. 
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Fire 
 

 At the sound of the signal, students should move quietly and orderly out of the building, 
according to the exit plan posted in each classroom.   

 Windows and doors should be closed by the teacher.   

 Students should take all personal items with them and stand well clear (at least 300 feet) of the 
building once outside.   

 Teachers are to take their grade book (for attendance purposes) and call it once in their desig-
nated areas.   

 Students are not to return to the building until directed to do so by the teacher.  

 Teachers should not enter the building until instructed to do so by the administration. 
 

 
Tornado or Disaster 
 

Signaled by three consecutive short rings of the bell system, repeated several times   
 

 At the sound of the signal, students are to move a single file to assigned areas.   

 Students are to bring coats or wraps that can be used to cover/protect their heads.   

 Students will sit on the floor, facing the wall with their knees drawn up, heads placed between 
the knees, and their hands over their heads. 

 Teachers should proceed with the students and keep them as calm as possible during this 
emergency. 
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Earthquake 
 

During an earthquake or at the first sign of ground shaking, students and teachers should react 
immediately by following the procedures outlined below: 
 

Inside: 

 Immediately take cover under desks or tables and turn away from windows. 

 Remain in a sheltered position until the shaking stops. 

 Be silent and listen to instructions. 

 
Outside: 

 Immediately move to an open space. 

 Move away from buildings and power lines. 

 Lie down or crouch low to the ground and cover your head. 

 Look around to be aware of other dangers.  If you see any danger, be ready to move. 

 Be silent and listen to instructions. 
 

On the school bus: 

 Stop the school bus away from power lines, bridges, overpasses, and buildings. 

 Remain in your seat and hold on. 

 Be silent and listen to directions from the bus driver. 
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Tardy  

Kingstree High School expects students to be on campus no later than 7:40 AM every morning. 

This will allow students time to have breakfast, get to class, and be prepared to begin working by 

8:05 AM.  Late bus arrivals are not considered tardy for students.  Students arriving at school by car 

or by walking after 8:15 AM must sign in through the main office.  

 Tardy 

Number  

Consequence Notes 

1 Verbal warning from the 

teacher 

Make a note in the grade book/PowerSchool 

2 Verbal warning from the 

teacher 

Make a note in the grade book/PowerSchool 

3 The parent will be contacted 

by the teacher 

Make notes in the grade book/PowerSchool 

4 1-day ISS  

 

Referral to the office (Documentation – Incident in 

PowerSchool) 

5 The parent will be contacted 

by a behavior interventionist 

Attendance plan developed by PowerSchool opera-

tor, parent, administrator, and behavior interven-

tionist  

Documentation – Incident in PowerSchool 

6 Overnight suspension Must return to school with parent/guardian. Revisit 

intervention plan: parent will be informed that the 

student will be referred to RTI 

7 1-day OSS Office referral; Must return to school with par-

ent/guardian 

8 1-day OSS Office referral; Contact truancy officer/social 

worker 

Cutting Class/Leaving Campus 

Kingstree High School students are expected to be in class on time…all the time.  Any student 

who is not where he or she is expected to be is “cutting class”. Students may not leave the school 

grounds during the school day without permission from an administrator or office staff. This is for 

the safety and protection of all students.   
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If a student cuts class, the student will receive school disciplinary action to be determined by the 

school administration.  

Leaving campus is a more serious offense.  A student who leaves school campus will be suspended 

and a parent conference is required before that student may come back to school.  Once a student is 

on school grounds, he/she is the responsibility of the school.  Leaving without permission is unlaw-

ful.  

Cell Phones/Electronic Devices       

Cell phone usage, including the use of earbuds, is permitted at Kingstree High School during your 

scheduled lunch break ONLY.  

If a student has a cell phone/electronic device at school, the student is expected to keep the 

phone/device turned off and in the student’s book bag, purse, or pocket always. There are no ex-

ceptions to this policy.  

Consequences if in violation of the above policy: 

1st Offense: The student may pick up the phone at end of the day. 

2nd Offense:  Warning and returned to a parent or guardian only at the end day. 

3rd and any other Offenses before May 20th: $25 fine and returned to only parent or guardian.  

Multi-Offenders:  Confiscation of phone returned to parent only on or after May 29, 2023. 

The staff of Kingstree High School is not responsible for lost, misplaced, or stolen items

 

Valuables at School  

Students should never leave money or other items in the classroom unprotected.  Girls should al-

ways have their purses with them.  The school does not assume responsibility for lost or stolen arti-

cles left unattended. We ask students not to bring large sums of money or valuable jewelry to school.

Textbooks   

Textbooks are barcoded and registered to individual students or teachers (classroom sets). Text-

books are distributed for Math, Science, English Language Arts, and Social Studies. Students are re-

sponsible for making sure their name appears on the front cover of each textbook issued to them.  
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If a textbook is damaged when it is first issued it is the student’s responsibility to bring this damage 

to the teachers’ attention.  The teacher will report the damage to one of the textbook coordinators, 

Mrs. Bradley, Ms. Rush-Harvin, or Mr. McFadden and if need be a replacement will be issued.  Stu-

dents must pay for any books that are damaged or not returned.  

 

Debts  

Students are responsible for all supplies and materials checked out in their names. Debt notices will 

be issued at the end of school for lost or damaged textbooks or library books. Permanent records 

may be held for non-payment of school debts.

 

Dress Code   
 

Society often judges us by our appearance. Persons that are neat, clean, and attractively dressed of-
tentimes send very positive messages about who they are. Your appearance, therefore, contributes to 
establishing a safe environment for optimal learning and respect for one another. We are striving to 
develop a sense of community that establishes KHS as a place where learning is first and foremost. 
Personal appearance shall be such that it does not disrupt student work or school order, becomes 
distractive to students, or violates health and safety guidelines. Student dress and grooming will be 
neat and clean. The following standards will be vigorously enforced.  

 Leggings must be covered with a top that meets the length of the folded dollar bill from the 
top of the knee requirement. 

 Any apparel (male or female) that has the appearance of shorts or skirts must pass the dollar 
test. No tight clothing is allowed. 

 Belts must be buckled, sashes tied, and buttons buttoned, except at the neck. 

 All students must wear shoes. Shoes must be tied, buckled, or worn as the manufacturer in-
tended. Shoes that cause undue attention or are a health or safety hazard are prohibited. 

 Shower shoes, bedroom shoes, slides, and cleated shoes are not allowed. High-heeled shoes, 
shoes without back straps, and flip-flops are not allowed, as this creates a safety hazard when 
it becomes necessary to rapidly evacuate a building. Sandals may be worn but must have a 
heel and strap. Crocs should be worn in sports mode only. Special Note: Open-toed shoes 
are not allowed in the science lab.  

 Students may not wear clothing with profanity, racial slurs, sexually suggestive language, or 
symbols. 

 Students may not wear clothing that advertises or promotes firearms, alcohol, drugs, tobacco 
products, or sexual products.  

 Clothing for all sexes must be worn at the natural waistline of the student. If the garment is 
designed to be worn with a belt, a belt must be worn and kept buckled. 

 Clothing for all sexes must be sized appropriately for the person so that garments do not 
hang or sag from the body. 
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 Students may not wear tank tops, spaghetti straps, tops that reveal the abdomen or lower 
back, see-through garments, or garments that are loose enough to reveal the upper torso in 
all or in part, are not allowed. Also, these garments should not cover up the pockets of the 
lower garments either in the front or back.  

 Bare midriffs, bare backs, halter tops, low-cut blouses, and cut-offs are prohibited.  

 All pants must be worn at the appropriate waist level. Low-cut or sagging pants for all sexes 
are prohibited. Both pant legs must be fully extended. 

 Jeans/pants with holes must be worn with something underneath that does not expose skin. 
This does not mean that you may place paper, napkins or etc. into the hole for coverage.  

 Pajamas are not to be worn. Blankets should not be used at school. 

 All jumper and overall straps must be across the shoulders and fastened.  

 Clothing must be worn with the appropriate undergarments. Undershirts customarily worn 
as undergarments may not be worn without shirts or blouses.  

 Student’s hair, including facial hair, must be neat, clean, and well-groomed. Hair must not 
obstruct vision. Hairstyles that cause undue attention or that are a health or safety hazard are 
not permissible.  

 Hair picks and combs may not be worn, except for barrette-style combs. Hair curlers and 
bonnets are not allowed. 

 Hats, caps, head scarves, head (du) rags, sleep caps, hoods, bonnets, and bandanas may not 
be worn on the school bus or in school buildings by either male or female students.  

 Headbands, wave caps, beanie caps, and head scarves worn as a headband are not permitted. 

 Sunglasses, except for glasses prescribed for correction of medical conditions, are prohibited 
in school buildings.  

 Accessories that can be used to harm oneself or others are prohibited, including but not lim-
ited to, fishhooks, multiple finger rings, studded bracelets or collars, and metal hair picks.  

 Students may not wear clothing, colors, or accessories associated with a gang, that is in-
tended to identify gang membership, or territory or that are intended to intimidate others. A 
gang is defined as an organization, formal or informal, which uses violence or intimidation 
against others for illegal purposes.  

 See-through clothing, spaghetti strap tops, tube tops, form-fitting pants (such as yoga pants 
and tight skirts and dresses), cut-off shirts, halters, or clothes exposing the mid-section or 
bare shoulders are not allowed. All tight “spandex” clothing is inappropriate. Shirts and 
blouses are to be buttoned appropriately. All tops must have a shoulder strap of two fingers 
in width on each shoulder. It is never appropriate to show undergarments. Shirts that are 
sleeveless should show no more than 3 inches below the underarm unless another shirt is 
worn underneath. No straps should be showing. 

 Shorts, skirts, and dresses, even with leggings, must NOT be shorter than the length of a 
folded dollar bill from the very top of the knee upward at all times. Slits/holes in clothing 
must also be no shorter than the folded dollar bill length from the top of the knee upward. 
Soffe (cheer) shorts, cutoffs, bathing suits, and short shorts are not appropriate at school 
and are not to be worn at school at any time.  

Note:  The administration reserves the right to judge the appropriateness of any apparel 
worn to school and will make the final decision regarding attire.  
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Identification Badges  

Identification badges are required at all Williamsburg County Schools. The school-issued photo ID 

may be worn around the neck on a breakaway lanyard or on a magnetic or clip badge. The ID must 

be always visible and must not be damaged or defaced. Any damaged ID beyond use must be re-

placed at a cost to the student.  

 

Liquids  

No cans or bottles containing liquids of any kind may be brought into the school. This includes Ga-

torade, Powerade, bottled/canned juices, sodas, or water. If these items are found in your possession 

they will be confiscated and thrown into the trash, whether they are opened or not. 

Grades  

The school provides a variety of activities like sports and socialization for students, but our primary 
purpose is ACADEMIC INSTRUCTION. For a student to reach his or her academic potential the 
student should…. 

 be in school every day. The first period of the day starts at 8:05 AM and the last class ends at 
4:07 PM. 

 be on time for each class. 

 come to school and to class prepared with all necessary materials (books, pencils, paper, 
etc.). 

 
The grading policy is consistent with the district’s grading policy. 

 
Advanced Placement Courses  
The district offers Advanced Placement courses, based on sufficient enrollment, in English, 
mathematics, computer science, science, social studies, world languages, and the fine arts. Most of 
these courses are offered during students’ junior and senior years. Students must meet the estab-
lished criteria before they can enroll in each of the courses. The specific criteria are explained in the 
course descriptions found in the district’s Course Catalog. These courses offer college-level instruc-
tion in high school, preparing the student for the rigors of college. Students enrolled in AP courses 
are required to take the AP Exam and the Extension Honors-linked course. Successful scores on the 
AP Exam may qualify students for college credit and advanced standing in colleges and universities 
throughout the United States. Because AP courses are college-level courses, students should expect 
intensified study and great demands placed on their time and energy. 

 
Dual Enrollment /Dual Credit  

Williamsburg County School District, in cooperation with Williamsburg Technical College and/or 
other institutions of higher learning, may offer students that attend a school within the district, the 
opportunity to earn college credits. These same credits deemed acceptable by the school’s principal 
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and high school counselor and in accordance with the specific guidelines outlined in the district’s ar-
ticulation agreement and/or the dual enrollment application packet may be transferred to the stu-
dent’s high school transcript earning high school credit with a College Prep, Honors or Dual Credit 
weighting. The class weighting will coincide with the state department’s recommendation and con-
sideration as outlined in the district’s MOA and/or Dual Enrollment high school packet. Students 
MUST meet all eligibility requirements and follow all enrollment protocols as outlined in the dual 
enrollment application packet to be accepted and placed in a dual enrollment class. 

 

Dual Credit Eligibility Requirements: 

1. Students MUST make the required ACT, SAT, and/or Accuplacer score set forth by Williamsburg 
Technical College and/or the district. The required scores are located within the academic office of 
the college, the school counselor department, and/or within the dual application packet. 

2. Students MUST have a high school cumulative grade point average of 2.5. 

3. Students MUST be junior or senior for admittance. 10th-grade students are allowed under certain 
criteria outlined by Williamsburg Technical College and/or state guidelines but must also meet the 
eligibility requirements. 

4. Students MUST be recommended by the high school principal AND school counselor before ad-
mittance into the dual enrollment program. 

5. Students MUST have written approval by the high school principal AND the school counselor 
before admittance into any dual enrollment class. 

6. Students and parents must sign, date, and receive a copy of the dual application packet verifying 
that they have read and understand all terms of the agreement. 

If a student(s) enrolls in Williamsburg Technical College and/or any institution of higher 
learning without meeting ALL the eligibility requirements, the student may continue as a 
student strictly of the college but will not be considered a dual enrollment student by way of 
the school and/or district. The classes taken will not return to the student’s high school 
transcript and the possible financial liability will be that of the student and parent(s). 

Approved college courses will be identified by the articulation agreement and/or the dual enrollment 
packet and considered dual credit courses with the proper weighting as identified by the South Caro-
lina Department of Education. The allowable transference of dual credit courses to the high school 
transcript will be in writing within the articulation agreement and/or the dual enrollment packet. 
The student may petition the district’s Chief Academic Officer, Dr. Brewton, in writing, to consider 
the addition of a specific course and/or discuss any other specific circumstances regarding dual en-
rollment. Available courses and required entrance scores are subject to change from year to year. 
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Parent/Teacher Communication  

Parents should receive a progress report from a teacher every 4½ weeks. Parents should also expect 
an occasional phone call from the teacher to update them on their child’s behavior and progress. All 
parents are encouraged to contact the school to set up a conference with a student’s teacher by call-
ing (843) 355-6823. Teachers may request conferences if needed.  

Behavior  

We have high expectations for student behavior.  Each student is expected to behave appropriately 
at all times by complying with the following general rules… 

 Respecting the rights, opinions, and property of all other persons.  

 Displaying good manners with every individual in school. 

 Treating others as one would like to be treated. 

 Maintaining a respectful attitude toward all people. 

 Responding properly to any and all adults  

We have instituted a new behavior model (tiered intervention model) here at Kingstree High School.  

Tier 1 Behavior Expectations 

We expect students to adhere to: 

 District/School code of conduct  

 Posted school-wide rules for hallways, cafeteria, media center (library), and during the transi-
tion between classes and during lunchtime.  

 Posted classroom and learning environment rules 

 Bus rules 

Consequences  

 Students will be warned and reminded of posted broken rules. 

 Teacher-student conference 

 Teacher may change student seating in the classroom. 

 Referral to a school counselor or behavioral interventionist.  

 Administrative referral. 

Tier 2 Behavior Expectations (Strategic Intervention) 

In addition to adhering to the expectations of Tier 1, students may, at the discretion of the principal, 
receive the following strategic interventions:   

 Check-in/Check-out for at least 6 weeks with a member of the leadership team/school-
level mentor. 
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 Parent conference and/or a letter home communicating intervention listed and a follow-
up date.  

 Behavior and counseling lessons, activities, and/or sessions 

 Mental Health referral 

The student’s progress will be monitored weekly and reported to parents by the parent liaison.  

Tier 3 Behavior Expectations (Intensive Intervention) 

Students who continue to not meet expectations for Tier 1 and Tier 2 will receive this support in 
hopes of meeting behavioral expectations of both the school and classroom. To achieve this goal, 
the following supports will be used: 

 Intensive counseling sessions with school counselor/behavioral interventionist 

 Check-in/Check-out with a school mentor  

 Parent conference (before a student can return to school). During the conference, a plan will 
be discussed and signed by the parent, teacher, student, and principal. 

If a student continues not to be successful, the student will be referred to the Response to Interven-
tion Team (RTI) for further support.  

Please note that any student assigned to HOPE Academy (the Alternative School) will not 
be allowed to participate in any school-sponsored events this includes, but is not limited to, 
games, field trips, and graduation.  

 
Assault Against School Personnel (S.C. Codes 16-3-612 and 59-63-370) 
South Carolina State law requires that student handbooks contain this notice:  
  

If a student is convicted of assault and battery committed against any person affiliated with a school, 
on school grounds, or at a school-sponsored event, or if a student is convicted of a violent offense 
of any type, state/local authorities must notify that student’s school.  
 
Every year the school must notify each of that student’s teachers of his/her conviction. 
 

In addition, the conviction or adjudication and sentence are filed in the student’s permanent record. 
The school must forward it with the student’s school records when the student transfers to another 
school or school district. 
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